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He defended the execution of Louis, argued that
a republic was the best of all constitutions, and
rejoiced at the miscarriage of English arms. Terrible
as was the tyranny of Robespierre, Wordsworth re-
mained obstinate and inflexible. He still trusted in the
people of France. With grim desolating determina-
tion he quelled the patriotism which was gnawing at
his heart, and refused to retract a single thought.
But when the Directory fell, when the French sub-
mitted to the yoke of Bonaparte, when it became clear
that the wars waged by France were not for defence
but for aggression, when the extinction of the Venetian
Republic was followed by the subjugation of Switzer-
land, by the imprisonment of Toussaint TOuverture
and the threatened invasion of England, the wheel
turned round full circle. France, the apostle of liberty,
had become for the moment the instrument of de-
spotism, and, in the series of sonnets dedicated
to National Independence and Liberty, Words-
worth, since Milton the greatest and staunchest of
English republicans, wrote that immortal palinode
in which true liberty is distinguished from its garish
counterfeits.